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agreed in thinking it the best spot we had then seen in Corsica.
By leaving Vico early the next morning, we reached Ajaccio about 5 P.M. The Gulf of Ajaccio is beautiful, and the harbour, I am told, better than that of Martello. The town and citadel are extremely neat, the country fertile, and less mountainous than any we had met with. No place in the island can be compared to Ajaccio. I cannot conceive why the French did not prefer it to Bastia and make it the seat of their government. The present commandant of Ajaccio is Signor Peraldi, who was formerly a delegate to the National Assembly of Prance and one of the three Commissioners sent to La Fayette's army. He is an acute, sensible, open man. He . entertained us during our stay, and at his home we met with all the principal people of the place. Every evening we danced. The manners at Ajaccio are perfectly French, the women handsomer and better-bred than I had met with. The town of Ajaccio is enclosed with a wall, and the citadel is fortified ; but as it is commanded, and has no water but what is contained in cisterns, it is impossible to make it a strong place. The barracks, magazines, and storehouses in the citadel are very fine, and must have been erected at considerable expense by the French. Ajaccio is well situated for trade, and the country very capable of improvement ; the chief culture at present is the vine; the wine is excellent. I find many sensible people of opinion that a military government is the only proper one for Corsica at present. The people, they think, will submit to no other. Sir Gilbert is supposed to be much influenced by Pozzo di Borgo, who is universally disliked and generally thought to be a scoundrel.
From Ajaccio we went to Bonifacio by water in a gondola. It was represented to me as a second Gibraltar. It is not, however, a very strong place, unless against storm or coup-de-<main. The neck which connects it with the mainland is commanded. It is a very curious place, but I should imagine a most disagreeable one to live in.